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HONG KONG BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 
Undergraduate Halls, Student Accommodation Section, Office of Student Affairs 

Green Quest (城林綠影) 
 
What is Green Quest (城林綠影) 

The Undergraduate Halls believe GREEN is a living style in striving for balance and aiming for economic, 
social, and environmental sustainability.  As complement to the green programmes at the 
Undergraduate Halls, Green Quest is an annual green programme organised by the Undergraduate 
Halls to enhance green awareness of HKBU students through local project internship and overseas 
experiential tour.  
 
Programme Structure 
Green Quest includes three components: Local Project Internship, Overseas Tour and Post Trip Sharing. 
 
1. The Green Foundation (Local Project Internship) (January 2020 - April 2020) 
A series of online and offline training will be provided by World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) on 
environmental issues. Students will brainstorm and work in teams on local engagement projects under 
the supervision of staff from WWF and the Undergraduate Halls.   
 
2. The Green Journey (Overseas Tour) (22 May 2020 - 4 June 2020)  
As highlight to the Green Quest, students will visit Denmark and Sweden.  Through visits to local firms, 
fieldworks and meetings with Scandinavian students and experts, students will have hands-on 
experience and develop new understandings to how green initiatives could be implemented into 
everyday life, from the infrastructure and system, city planning, government policy to culture and 
lifestyle.  Students will take away how sustainable thinking could be combined with economic and 
social factors under local context. 
 
3. The Green Giving (October 2020) 
After the Green Journey, students will share their experience and insights from the tour and pass the 
green message forward through student-initiated workshops/ activities.   
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About Green Quest 2018-19 (Last Year)  
 
Students participated in Green Quest were from diverse academic background but with one common 
interest, the pursuit of green living.  To enrich students’ understanding to the green development in 
Hong Kong, Green Quest 2018-19 started off with a series of seminars delivered by local expertise on 
topics covering public space, local farming business development, urban planning, green mindset and 
green buildings. 
 
As highlight to the Green Quest, selected students visited the two Scandinavian countries, Denmark 
and Sweden, where the pursuit of a green and sustainable society is at their heart.  In 12 days, the 
participants walked through and experience most of the areas in Copenhagen municipality and Malmo 
city.  Participants had the chance of meeting with government official, local students and residents and 
HKBU alumnus in Copenhagen, and exchange ideas on living green in Europe and Hong Kong.  
 
To get the participants involved in the tour preparation, participants were required to conduct 
researches in groups or on individual bases.  Before the tour, all participants were required to submit a 
paper and present on an assigned topic like sustainable development, green energy, green living, urban 
planning and case studies.  During the tour, participants were assigned to be the guides of some 
assigned areas and to introduce the areas to the whole group. 
 
Through the Green Journey, the participants built up hands-on experience and developed new 
understanding to how green initiatives could be implemented into daily lives, from the infrastructure 
and system, city planning, government policy to culture and community engagement.  
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Feedback from Former Green Quest Participants 
 

“…The tour itself is really inspiring because we have the chances to meet and interact with local 
citizens in Copenhagen and Malmo with different backgrounds including academics, researchers, 
government officials, officers in famous companies and etc. If we travel on our own, we won’t have 
such experiences there and develop deep insights of the two cities. I have learned a lot from their 
green practice and believe that individuals make a difference. It’s the corporation and joint effort 
between citizens, enterprises and the government that could make our environment more 
comfortable and safer to live. I would definitely recommend the tour to my friends because the green 
quest activities are beneficial to Cultural experiences, English enhancement, Green life learning and so 
on. Love these study tour and hope more fellow students can join… ” Clare Wang   
 

“…Some of the reports said that people living in Northern Europe are usually very happy, that 
encourage me to join the program and to figure out the reason by myself. I spent almost 2 weeks in 
Copenhagen and Malmo, and I seem to understand the reason behind their happy life. I can say that 
these are really the green city in my eyes, not just having environmental-friendly policies, but also 
having close and caring communities, showing that sustainable development is really successful in 
these cities. Their government and also the city designers have a thoughtful idea in foreseeing their 
future city. Since they have a clear goal to achieve, they have a great design of their policies, public 
facilities and architectures, which is a difficult thing to achieve. The Hong Kong government should 
really stop being short-sighted and always putting economic development as their first priority if they 
have to turn Hong Kong into a “Happy city”.  

From this program I improved myself, including my communication skills. I used to be shy to 
speak with the strangers.  During this tour, I have a lot of time to communicate with the locals, I 
become braver, and dare to talk to them even though my English is not that good. I found that it is a 
good way to practice your English. So good that I joining this program do not only enriched my 
knowledge, but also improved my communication skills…”  Melody Tsang   

 
“…Green Quest has proved itself as a magnificent tour for students with different cultural 

backgrounds. It invites participants’ own judgement and perception of the green and cultural issues. 
Just as what Jade said, “green” is always beyond just being eco-friendly. It is a lifestyle to treat things 
differently, an attitude to picture alternatives. 

As a Translation student, I can’t help noticing how people speak differently, in terms of 
ideologies. We met a few tour guides. Some of them are local experts with academic backgrounds. 
Some of them are believers of a better future. Some of them are practical with insightful campaigns. 
Some of them emphasize on the connection between “green” and neighborhood. Some focus on 
microclimate and community identity. They speak differently with different sets of vocabularies. It is as 
if we are asking a question of “what does green mean to you?”. And they have colorful and unique 
answers. Perhaps, it just tells us there are so many ways to achieve something, if we hold firm to some 
beliefs. Everything is possible. 

If there is something wrong in the world, the chances are someone is fixing it. I hope I can be 
one of those. And, I will… ” Elvis Lau  
 


